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Mr. Jerry Rogers, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
1100 L Street, N. Vi.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Rogers:

This is a petition pursuant to 36 CFR 60.15(a)(1) that the following 
properties, previously listed in the National Register of Historic Places, be 
removed:

Jefferson Co. - Hume-Bischof House (Site JF-382)
William F. Bryan House (Site JF-213), Jefferson Co. 
M.R.A.

Johnson Co. - Aker, Thomas, House (Site JO-P-3) and Davis, John, 
House (Site JO-71), Johnson Co. M.R.A.

All of the above properties have been demolished except the Hume- 
Bischof House which has been moved and substantially altered. All of the 
properties should be removed from the National Register. Thank you.

Sincerely,

David L. Morgan ,/Director 
Kentucky Heritage Council and 
State Historic Preservation Officer

DLMibsc

12tk Floor, Capital Plaza Tower Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 Telephone (502) 564-7005
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hume-Bischof House, also known as Happy Ridge Farm, is located at 
the eastern edge of Jefferson County on U.S. Highway 60. Though 
situated close to the road on a slight rise, the house is well-shielded 
by shrubbery and large trees.

The two-story white painted brick structure is a handsome example of 
the Federal style of this period in Kentucky. The main block, with 
Flemish bond brick work, is a single pile plan with central hallways. 
A two-story, frame ell at the rear now contains a kitchen, and a 
bedroom and bath on the second story. A small, one-room addition on 
the back of the ell, now a den, may have been an outdoor kitchen. 
Interior chimneys in the end walls of the main block are unusual in 
Jefferson County. They project from the wall plane about the width
of a single brick. (Photo 1, 3)

The five-bay facade has a central entrance with a fine large arched 
fanlight and sidelights. Windows are nine-over-nine pane and many
original glass panes are extant, (Photo 1, 2)

The stairway in the twelve foot wide hall rises gracefully to the 
second story with a balcony landing, slender, plain balusters and
newel posts, and carved fretwork on the stringers. (Photo 5, 6)

The parlor, to the left of the hall, has its original chair rail 
and handsome woodwork with panels and rosette corner blocks. The 
large Federal-style mantel is embellished with a central medallion, 
and other details reminiscent of the work of Robert Adam. (Photo 7)

To the'right of the hall is the dining room. The fireplace has been 
closed and the mantel removed, though it has been saved and is stored 
on the farm. Flanking the space where the fireplace was located are 
large, built-in presses with wood doors. Both dining room and hall 
retain the original chair rail, A doorway in the dining room which 
was once an outside entry, but now leads into the ell, still has 
its original large, stone slab sill, worn smooth over the years.

The two bedrooms on the second story have chair rails and simple 
mantels. One bedroom has built-in presses on either side of the 
fireplace. (Photo 8)
A small bath has been added at the top of the stairs in a space 
that was perhaps once used as a nursery. The two-story ell formerly 
had only one room on the second story—a "travelers room," reached 
only by a back stairway. That room has been altered to accomodate 
a smaller bedroom and a bath. The kitchen on the first floor of the 
ell has tongue-in-groove wood paneling on the lower part of the walls 
Most of the woodwork in the ell is in the "eared," Greek Reyival style, 
indicating a possible later construction date for that portion of the
house.
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windows is now located. (View 1)

The porch and door were later removed. The same photograph shows 
the house as situated on almost the same grade as the highway. The 
road-bed has been cut down over the years, leaving the house on a 
higher level above the road.

The site is in a completely rural setting, and with its fine interior woodwork 
and doorway, is one of the foremost examples of this early period in eastern 
Jefferson County. Only one outbuilding remains, which is found approximately 
20 feet behind the main house. It is of 19th century construction, built 
possibly for servants quarters.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1810-1825 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hume-Bischof House located on the Jefferson County-Shelby County 
line, is a handsome example of a domestic architectural style found 
in Kentucky houses built from the late 1700's into the 1820's.

Research has proved inconclusive in determining a definite date of 
construction or the original builder/owner. Stylistically the.house 
appears to be an early nineteenth century structure, perhaps built 
between 1810-1825. Details such as the large, widely spaced windows, 
the high ceilings and spacious rooms, and the wide, sidelighted 
entrance with a semi-circiliar fanlight are more typical of houses 
built in Kentucky in the first quarter oftthe nineteenth dentury. 
Interior features such as the very decorative parlor mantel and the 
fretwork on the stairway stringers would also place the construction 
date closer to the 1820's, although it is certainly possible that 
these details could have been later additions to an early house.

Original ownership of the house has been attributed to John Hume, 
who is said to have built the house around 1790 on or near the site 
of Hume Station.' Hume is supposed to have come form-Virginia about 
1783 and settled near Long Run. Only two references to a Hume Station 
have been found.,. One appears in George L. Willis' History of Shelby 
County, Kentucky (1929), and the other is on photographs of the house 
and. a small graveyard, taken in 1922 by R.C. Ballard Thruston.
Hume Station does not appear in lists of early Kentucky forts and 
stations. Jillson's Kentucky Land Grants. lists a John Hume as having 
1000 acres in Jefferson County on Floyd's Fork, surveyed in August 1784, 
which could possibily have encompassed the site where the house now 
stands. The graveyard, supposed to have contained the graves of 
John Hume and his wife, was on the south side of U.S. 60 across from 
the house and was destroyed in the 1940's when the now defunct Brentlawn 
Trotting Track was built. It could be assumed that the residence 
of John Hume would have been nearby the graveyard site, but no 
documentation has been found to indicate his residence was the present 
house.

Deed research has not been helpful in determining the first owner of 
the house or the. dat.e of. construction,, because the present tract of 
land was assembled from numerous smaller tracts which, in the nine­
teenth century, were part of much larger parcels of land. Complicating
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the house and was destroyed in the 1940 1 s when the now defunct Brentlawn 
Trotting Track was built. It could be assumed that the residence 
of John Hume would have been nearby the graveyard site, but no 
documentation has been found to indicate his residence was the present 
house. 

Deed research has not been helpful in determining the first owner of 
the hous-e or tl:J. .e : · d-~_t _e . of:, con_s (trµc;tion _, because the present tract of 
land was assembled from numerous smaller tracts which, in the nine­
teenth century, were part of much larger parc~ls of land. Compli~ating 

(continued) 



Imajor bibliographical references
Bodley, Temple. History of Kentucky. (Chicago and Louisyille: 

S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1928), III, 1056.
Collins, Richard. History of Kentucky. (2 vols.; Frankfort, 

reprinted 1966), I, pp. 359, 707.
Hume, John Robert. History of the Hume Family. (St. Louis: Hume 

Genealogical Association, 1903), pp. 172-182.

HJgeographical data
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY apprOX. 3 aCrOS

QUADRANGLE NAME Fjsherville Oiiadranglp
UTM REFERENCES

QUADRANGLE SCALE
1:24000

All ifl 1 |6 |3 ,9 11 ,6 ,0 1 14 .2 13 ,2 14 .8 ,0 1 b| , 1 1 1 . 1 I I 1
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING ii

1 1 1 . 1 . . 1 . . 1 . . 1 dLjJ Mil 1 1 I

e| I . 1 . . 1 1 . 1 I . I 1 F 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1

g1 ±. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i hI 1 1 11 iT i' 1 1

I ■ I i L

, I . I . ■ I

I iVERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
This resid^ce slips oii; a; 205-acre farm; however the immediate area being nominated 
is the yard within an area encompassed by a board fence which sits approximately 
75 yards to the west of the structure, a driveway which parallels the east facade(cont'd) 
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the title search is the fact that many of the tracts lie in both 
Shelby and Jefferson Counties. In the absence of other corroborating 
material, it has been virtually impossible to place the house on 
a specific tract of land in the early nineteenth century. Some of 
the tracts can be traced to John Hume's 1000 acre pre-emption. Other 
tracts involved were traced to the Netherton family and then to 
Benjamin Hughes, who in the early 1800's acquired large tracts in 
this area which were originally part of James Kemp's grant.

A plot of the line between Jefferson and Shelby Counties, recorded 
in 1802, shows the road from Louisville to Shelbyville where it crosses 
the County line. No structure is shown on what would be the present 
site of the Hume-Bischof House. A structure does appear south of 
the road in Jefferson County with the name "Hughes" adjacent. (Map 1)

The 1858 Map of Jefferson County by G.T. Bergman, clearly shows a 
structure on the County line north of the road. The owner's name 
appears on the map as William Welch. At least one tract of the current 
site can be traced back to William Welch in the mid-nineteenth century 
and then further back to John Netherton and then to Benjamin Hughes.
A family connection between the Netherton and Hume families can be 
found. John Hume's grandson, John H. Sturgeon, married Margaret 
Netherton, daughter of John Netherton in 1815. , Although 
John Hume's will indicated that his grandsons, John H. and Hume 
Sturgeon, were to eventually inherit the 400 acre tract where 
John Hume lived, no conclusive evidence has been found to prove that 
this tract included the present site of the house. It may just as 
easily be assumed that the site of the house was part of the tract 
sold by John Netherton to William Welch, in 1831.

Tax records were of little help since land evaluation was not reported 
until 1814. The value of the various tracts fluctuated and the 
acreages changed so that no definite conclusions could be drawn as 
to a possible construction date.

After 1858 the history of the house is more easily followed.
William Welch died in 1866 and in 1867 his executor sold 381 acres, 
probably including the house, to John L. Gregg of Shelby County.
The 1879 Atlas of Jefferson County shows John L. Gregg at this site 
and the 1882 Shelby County Atlas indicated a structure on the County 
line with the name J.L. Gregg. The various tracts of land passed 
through several owners in the late 1800's and early 1900's.
In 1918 Daniel C. Clarke acquired several tracts totalling 356 acres

(continued)
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the title search is the fact that many of the tracts lie in both 
Shelby and Jefferson Counties. In the absence of other corroborating 
material, it has been virtually impossible to place the house on 
a specific tract of land in the early nineteenth century. Some of 
the tracts can be traced to John Hume's 1000 acre pre-emption. Other 
tracts involved were traced to the Netherton family and then to 
Benjamin Hughes, who in the early 1800 1 s acquired large tracts in 
this area which were originally part of James Kemp's grant. 

A plot of the line between Jefferson and Shelby Counties, recorded 
in 1802, shows the road from Louisville to Shelbyville where it crosses 
the County line. No structure is shown on what would be the present 
site of the Hume-Bischof House. A structure does appear south of 
the road . in Jefferson County with the name "Hughes II adjacent. (Map 1) 

The 1858 Map of Jefferson County by G.T. Bergman, clearly shows a 
structure on the County line north of the road. The owner's name 
appears on the map as William Welch. At least one tract of the current 
site can be traced back to William Welch in the mid-nineteenth century 
and then further back to John Netherton and then to Benjamin Hughes. 
A family connection between the Netherton and Hume families can be 
found. John Hume's grandson, John H. ·Sturgeon, married Margaret , 
Netherton, daughter of John Netherton lJl 1815_. .,_,, Althgu~h ,:, .J 

John Hume's will indicated that his grandsons, John H. and Hume 
Sturgeon, were to eventually inherit the 400 acre tract where 
John Hume lived, no conclusive evidence has been found to prove that 
this tract included the present site of the house. It may just as 
easily be assumed that the site of the house was part of the tract 
sold by John Netherton to William Welch, in 1831. 

Tax records were of little help since land evaluation was not reported 
until 1814. The value of the various tracts fluctuated and the 
acreages changed so that no definite conclusions could be drawn as 
to a possible construction date. 

After 1858 the history of the house is more easily followed. 
William Welch died in 1866 and in 1867 his executor sold 381 acres, 
probably including the house, to John L. Gregg of Shelby County. 
The 1879 Atlas of Jefferson County shows John L. Gregg at this site 
and the 1882 Shelby County Atlas indicated a structure on the County 
line with the name J.L. Gregg. The various tracts of land passed 
through several owners in the late 1800 1 s and early 1900's. 
In 1918 Daniel c. Clarke acquired several tracts totalling 356 acres 
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including the house. Clarke was a real estate developer and builder 
who lived in Louisville. It was probably Clarke who removed the 
"Eastlake" style porch and the second front door shown in Thruston's 
1922 photograph. He may have made other alternations as well.
According to h 1928 biography, Clarke owned a farm where he bred 
Holstein cattle. It was called Echo Farms, located on the Shelbyville 
Road, and probably included the land now known as Happy Ridge Farm.
In 1934 a 205 acre portion of Clarke's land was bought by Lawrence 
F. Bischof, the present owner.

Although the original owner and date of construction of the Hume-Bischof 
House cannot be definitely determined, the structure is a significant 
and important example of early nineteenth century architecture.
An unusual element is the slight protrusion of the interior chimneys. 
This detail is not typical in Jefferson County, but appears on Shelby 
County houses as well as residences in the Bluegrass region of Ken­
tucky .

The house is typical of many Federal-type houses built in Kentucky in 
the early 1800's^ butits fine details such as chair rails, pegged 
doors, handsome mantels and stairway, and large fanlight give it an 
extra measure of elegance and significance.
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including the house. Clarke was a real estate developer and builder 
who lived in Louisville. It was probably Clarke who removed the 
"Eastlake" style porch and the second front door shown in Thruston's 
1922 photograph. He may have made other alternations as well. 
According to a 1928 biography, Clarke owned a farm where he bred 
Holstein cattle. It was called Echo Farms, located on the Shelbyville 
Road, and probably included the land now known as Happy Ridge Farm. 
In 1934 a 205 acre portion of Clarke's land was bought by Lawrence 
F. Bischof, the present owner. 

Although the original owner and date of construction of the Hume-Bischof 
House cannot be definitely determined, the structure is a significant 
and important example of early nineteenth century architecture. 
An unusual element is the slight protrusion of the interior chimneys. 
This detail is not typical in Jefferson County, but appears on Shelby 
County houses as well as residences in the Bluegrass region of Ken­
tucky. 

The house is typical of many Federal-type houses built in Kentucky in 
• the early 1800 1 s, but its_ fine details such as chair rails, pegged 
doors, handsome mantels and stairway, and large fanlight give it an 
extra measure of elegance and significance. 
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Jefferson County Kentucky, Deed Books 1565, p. 416 (1934);1468,
p. 475 (1931); 887, p. 364 (1918); 876, p. 84 (1917); 888, p. 359
(1918); 848, p. 374 (1916); 717, p. 502 (1910); 675, p. 117 (1908);
594, p. 240 (1903); 150, p. 623 (1870); 1060, p. 120 (1923);
888, p. 565 (1918); 637, p. 404 (1906); 214, p. 583 (1878); 135
p. 204 (1867); K, p. 421 (1816); 8, pp. 191, 348, 389 (1807-08).

Jefferson County Kentucky Inventory and Settlement Books 4, p. 255 (1822); 
9, pp. 151-156 (1833); 25, p. 401 (1864); 35, p. 222 (1876).

Jefferson County Kentucky Will Book 1, p. 132 (1802).

Jefferson County Kentucky Tax Records, 1789-1828.

Jillson, William Rouse. The Kentucky Land Grants. (Louisville:
Standard Printing Co., 1925), p. 67.

Kerr, Charles. History of Kentucky. (5 vols., Chicago and New York: 
American Historical Society, 1922), I, 200-211.

Shelby County Kentucky Deed Books. 1-4, p. 75 (1910); E-4, p. 571 (1906); 
Z-2, p. 329 (1867); N-2, p. 11 (1848); Z-2, p. 185 (1866);
Z-1, p. 149 (1831); K-3, p. 195 (1880); B-2, pp. 72-73 (1833);
A-1, p. 200 (1801).

Sturgeon, Isaac H. , Memorandum of some events of his life, (handwritten, 
n.d.) Manuscript Collections, The Filson Club, 118 West 
Breckinridge St., Louisville, Ky.

Thruston, R. C. Ballard. Photograph Collection, The Filson Club, 
Louisville, Kentucky.

Willis, George L., Sr., History of Shelby County. Kentucky (Louisville: 
C.T. Bearing Printing Co., Inc., 1929), p. 49.
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of the house about 40 yards to the east, the right-of-way line of U.S. 60 
on the south, and a fence line at the north about 300 yards from the residence.
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Happy Ridge Farm 
18701 Shelbyville Road 
Jefferson County, Ky. 
Mary Jean Kinsman 
417 Old Louisville Trust 
Louisville, Ky. 40202

Copy of 1922 photograph 
taken by R.C. Ballard 
Thruston, The Filson Club 
Louisville, KYf\pq ig7Q

View of house looking Nor 
across U.S. 60

mar 4

Happy Ridge Farm 
18701 Shelbyville Road 
Jefferson County, Ky. 
Mary Jean Kinsman 
417 Old Louisville Trust 
Louisville, Ky. 40202 

Copy of 1922 photograph 
taken by R.C. Ballard 
Thruston, The Filson Club 
L<;>uisville, Ky .PR 3 0 1979 
View 1 
View 0£ house looking No r ·· 
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Happy Ridge Farm 
18701 Shelbyville Road 
Jefferson County, Ky. CTMap 1
Plat of Jefferson-Shelby 
County Line
May, 1802 APR 3 Q 1979

Happy Ridge Farm 
18701 Shelbyville Road 
Jefferson County, Ky. 

~ l 
Plat of Jefferson-Shelby 
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May, 1802 AP~ 3 0 1979 
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March 13, 1979

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

The following nominations to the National Register of Historic Places 
were approved at the State level by the Kentucky Historic Preservation Review 
Board on the dates indicated. As State Historic Preservation Officer, I 
recommend they be entered on the National Register. Additional comments on 
the status of the sites may be attached to the appropriate forms.

Name and Location of Site(s)

S. S, Bush House,Jefferson County 
Porter-Todd House, Jefferson County 
Hume-Bischof House, Jefferson County 
Nicholas Finzer House, Jefferson County

Date Approved 
at State Level

Feb. 13, 1979.
Feb. 13, 1979
Feb. 13, 1979
Feb. 13, 1979

Your early consideration of these nominations will be appreciated.

Mrs. Eldred W. Melton u
■Executive Director
-State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures (see List of Attachments)
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE iG^;-JTDCKY

Date Entered ^PR 30

Name Location

Bush, S. S., House

Porter-Todd House

Hume-Blschof House

Clirlstian County Ilultiple Resource Area

Louisville 
Jefferson County

Louisville 
Jefferson County

Louisville 
Jefferson County

Christian County

Also Notified

Honorable Wendell H. Ford

Honorable Walter (Dee) Huddleston 
Honorable Romano L. Mazzoll 
Honorable M. G. (Gene) Snyder 
Honorable Carroll Hubbard, Jr.

/_ NR Byers/bjr 5/4/79

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mrs. Eldred W. Melton
Director
Kentucky Heritage Commission 
104 Bridge Street 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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STATUS:
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 
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3. NHL 5. MRA 6. OVER­

SIZED
7. NFS -

UNDOCUMENTED
8. DOE -

OWNER OBJECTION
9. RESTRICTED

EXPLANATION;

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

2. ______________________________________________
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed)

(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)
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(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)
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